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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IT may be proper to ſay, that the 
following diſcourſe was delfvered without notes; and 
that, previous to the delivery, nothing had been written 
but a ſhort ſteleton of the leading ideas. It cannot, 
therefore, be verbatim the ſame ; but thoſe who heard 
it with attention, from the Pulpit, will eaſily-recogniſe 
it in its preſent form. If it has any merit, it will 
be found to lie in bringing a number of interęſting things 
together, well known to the adept in divinity, into a 
ſmall compaſs, and in an eaſy form, to aſſiſt the inqui-- 
ries of the young and inexperienced part of the community; 
who are conſtantly expoſed to the ſophiſiry and ridicule of 
the ſceptic, on the one hand, or the wild extravagance 
of the enthuſiaſt, taking advantage of jurvenile warmth, 
on the other. On this account only, the preacher has 
been prevailed on, to let theſe plain, and obvious thoughts 
go abroad into the world. 


SERMON. 


Jong, xviii. 38. 


—— WHAT 13 TRUTH ? 


[+ this queſtion had been put by Pilate, in 
the ſpirit of a humble inquirer, we may con- 
clude, from our knowledge of the character 
of the Lord Jeſus, that it would have received 
a ſatisfactory anſwer ; but there was an evi- 
dent careleſſneſs in the behaviour of this Ma- 
giſtrate, which neither required nor admitted- 
an anſwer. Wherefore this is one, among 
innumerable inſtructive inſtances, of fooliſhly 
trifling away important opportunities to get 
knowledge, and of neglecting the means of 
ſalvation, which can never return, — 


\ 
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But nothing hinders our taking this queſ- 
tion out of the mouth of Pilate, and adopting it 
for ourſelves, as one of the moſt important 
inquiries that can occupy. the mind of Man. 
And we ſhall fee peculiar reaſons for proſecu- 
ting this inquiry now, if we look into jthe 

_ preſent ſtate of affairs, both in the World, and 
in the Church, which, methinks, at ſuch a 
meeting as this, we are eſpecially called upon 
to conſider.— The ſtate of things in the World 
is, in one view, uncommonly calamitous, and 
threatening, becauſe Nations muſt be puniſhed 
for their ſins,* and there are ſtrong reaſons 
to believe that their iniquities are now nearly 
full, for never ſurely was corruption fo groſs, 
or vice fo daring, among all ranks, as we 
now find it. Yet, in another view, the pre- 
ſent criſis may be conſidered as portentous of 
great and happy changes. Many unexpected 
events, of the greateſt conſequence to the hap- 
pineſs of Mankind, have already crowded into 


a ſmall compaſs of time. The public mind is 
unuſually 
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unuſually agitated, and ſeems to labour towards 
an amendment of our political ſituation; and 
if we may judge both from Prophecies in the 
Holy Scriptures, and from the actual workings 
of Providence, a happier ſtate of ſociety is 
intended to be brought to paſs, than the 
World has yet ſeen. Yet theſe happy changes 
muſt, probably, be brought about by ſingular 
exertions, or remarkable trials, in which no man 
knows but he may be called to bear a very 
painful part. 


If from the World we turn our view to 
the ſtate of things in the Church, we find it 
diſtracted, as it hath ever been, with endleſs 
divifions and parties, each party. bearing a 
hoſtile ſpirit towards the reſt, as if Jeſus Chriſt 
were not the Prince of Peace, but the patron 
of diſcord. The bulk of profeſſing chriſtians 
are alſo moſt grievouſty deficient in the true 
ſpirit of Religion, and inſected with the ſpirit 
of the World, perhaps, beyond all former ex- 
ample. This indeed is an old complaint, but 


there is a gradation in the ſpirit of apoſtacy, 
which 
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which renders the complaint BIR more 
juſt, and neceſſary. So that between party 
zeal, on. p one fide, and * cold neglect of 
genuine, Yeagical holineſs, on the other, the 
weak mind is in danger of doubting, whether 
there be any ſuch . as real * in 
the World. ö 

Surely, in ſuch a ſtate of Alte if ever, 
we ſhould all inquire, what thoſe clear no- 
tions, and firm principles are, which will 
bear us through whatever may come to paſs, 
and be our ſupport, in the wreck of all 
earthly poſſeſhons. In this latitude, then, let 
us take the words of the text. 


Me may conſider this queſtion, as as applica- 
ble to three things, viz. to Fats, — to Dofrines, — 


and to perſonal Profeſſions in Religion. 


| I. As to Fats. —Let us here go back to 
the very foundations. of Religion, and compare 
Chriſtianity with Deiſm. This is the more need- 
ful, becauſe Infidelity is now ſo much the faſhion, 
| Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, learned Men, profeſſional Men, 
adopt it. From them it ſpreads to the lower 
brders of ſociety. Our youth imbibe it in the 
very ſeminaries of Education; and a young 
man can ſcarcely join a company, in the gay 
World, or even go about the ordinary buſineſs 
of life, but he is in danger of having his 
mind unſettled, and corrupted, by this Phi- 
Joſophy of the day. Let us ſee if we cannot 
give a reaſon for the hope that is in us. 


What is Truth ? 


Our ſacred tia record the Incarnation, 
Miracles, Death, Reſurrection; and Aſcenſion 
of Chriſt, with the Inſpiration of his Apoſtles, 
&c. as matters of fact. Now, are we to take 
the account of theſe things for truth, or ſhould 
we fall in with the oppoſite ſyſtem of the In- 


. fidel?—To aſſiſt this inquiry, let us conſider; 


whether theſe facts be, not ſupported by hiſto- 
rical teſtimony, as clear, uniform, and authen- 
tic, as can be reaſonably required, in a caſe 


of this nature. They were recorded by honeſt 
men, 
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men, who gave the ſtrongeſt proof of their 
integrity that men can give, by abandoning 
every earthly intereſt, for the ſake of a good 
conſcience, and by bravely facing perſecution 
and death. The hiſtory of theſe facts was 
written on the ſpot where they were ſaid to 
have taken place, and at a time when they 
muſt have been freſh in every one's memory, 
if true, or when the recolleQion of oppoſing 
circumſtances, would beſt have enabled others 
to contradict them, if falſe. To this it muſt 
be added, that this hiſtory is come down to 
us, through a channel as little likely to injure 
it as any that the nature of human affairs will 
allow: for copies of it were immediately mul- 
tiplied, and it was quickly tranſlated into 
various languages, earneſtly appealed to by | 
oppoſing parties, and diligently watched, both 
by friends and enemies. Now, let me aſk, 
did human nature alter its character, in order 
to facilitate the corruption of theſe writings? 
Did Jews, Heathens, and Chriſtians of con- 
trary opinions, agree to lay aſide their jealou- 

To lies, 


* 


ſies, and come to a reſolution to call in all 


the copies of the Scriptures, in order to mu- 


litate, or interpolate, or otherwiſe injure them? 
And was this poſſible to be done? Or did 
ſome cunning Prieſt, or conclave of Prieſts, 
in later times invent the whole? When, and 
by whom was this done ? Is there no trace 
nor memorial of it? And can it be thought 
that no contemporary writer would record 
ſuch a cheat, either in the Eaſt, or in the 
Weſt, and hold it up to the deteſtation of 
poſterity ?—Surely we are authorized to affirm, 
that we have, at leaſt, as good reaſon to 
believe the hiſtory of Matthew, or John, as 
that of Livy, or Cæſar, and have better evi- 
dence for the death and reſurrection of Chrift, 
than for the aſſaſſination of Cæſar in the Se- 
nate-houſe at Rome, or any other event in 
profane hiſtory, of equal antiquity ; becauſe 
the books which record the great foundations 
of the chriſtian faith, being more intereſting, 
have been more carefully guarded, and, as to 
| their 
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their authenticity, more thoroughly enges 
8 any others in the World. | 


Conſider again, whether the Infidel has 
any ſubſtantial arguments to offer, in ſupport 
of his Theory. Or does he reſt his Scheme 
upon arbitrary preſumptions, upon minute and 
quidbling objections, againſt ſome leſſer mat- 
ters, which occur in the Scriptures, and eſpe- 
cially. upon that raillery againſt prieſtcraft and 
ſuperſtition, to which the corruptions of Chrif- 
tianity have conſeſſedly given too much occa- 
ſion ?—IC this be the caſe, the great bulwarks 
of Chriſtianity remain untouched. No man in 
his ſenſes will part with his faith, becauſe 
he is not able to clear up all the little 
difficulties, which a captious critic may be 
capable of raiſing, and which, perhaps, a 
better knowledge of ancient manners, and 
ancient languages, might enable him to re- 
move. If our oppoſers be not able to invali- 


gate the great maſs of evidence, which ſupports 


the Bible, all their endeavours to bring it into 
diſcredit, 
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diſcredit, by dwelling upon little verbal and 
critical difficulties, only ſhew the weakneſs of 
their cauſe, And as to the diſguſt taken 
againſt prieſtcraft and ſuperſtition, if it be 
levelled. againſt thoſe objects alone, pure 
Chriſtianity will ſuffer nothing by it. What 
we plead for is a reaſonable ſervice, and we 
devoutly pray that the whole fabric of human 
inventions, and impoſitions in Religion, may 
quickly fall to the ground, The ſooner the 
better. | 


Conſider laſtly, whether, having robbed 
us of the ſubſtantial comforts of the Goſpel, 
the Deiſt has any thing better to offer us in 
their room; for if not, it is extreme cruelty 


to attempt to unſettle our faith.“ Alas, the 
Y plain 


* Dr, Beattie treats men of this caſt with juſt ſeverity in the 
following paſſage. *Let them know, ſays he, that in the folitary 
ſcenes of life, there is many an honeſt and tender heart, pining with 
incurable anguiſh, pierced with the ſharpeſt ſting of diſappointment, 
bereft of friends, chilled with poverty, racked with diſeaſe, ſcourged 
by the oppreſſor; whom nothing but truſt in Providence, and the 
hope of a future retribution, could preſerve from the agonies of de- 
ſpair. And do they, with ſacrilegious hands, attempt to violate this 
laſt refuge of the miſerable, and to rob them of the only comfort 

thas 


plain truth is, that the modern unbeliever is 
not, generally ſpeaking, a man who fairly 
inveſtigates the queſtion in the text. - He has 
not recefved the love of the truth, that he might 
be ſaved. + He is a Poor creature, who wants 
to get rid of religion, becauſe it bears hard 


upon his noth, and ſenſualities, and requires 
a manner of living, to which he has at 
preſent no mind to conform. He would 
thereſore rob you of your glorious expectations, 
merely to keep himſelf in countenance, and 
preſents you with nothing but a cold, and 
chilling uncertainty, reſpecting the deareſt hopes 
of mankind, in the place of them. No reviving 
views of a * immortality, but a ſhocking 

_ apprehenſion, 
that had ſurvived the ravages of misfortune, malice, and tyranny ! 
Did it ever happen that the influence of their execrable tenets diſ- 
turbed the tranquility of virtuous retirement, deepened the gloom of 
human diſtreſs, or aggravated the horrors of the grave ? Is it poſſible 
that this may have happened in many inſtances? Is it probable that 
this hath happened, or may happen, in one ſingle inſtance ?--Ye 
traitors to human kind, how can ye anſwer for it to your own hearts ? 


Surely every ſpark of your generoſity is extinguiſhed for ever, if this 


conſideration do not awaken in you the keeneſt remorſe.” &c. 
Es3ay on Turn. 


+ II. Theſs. 2. 10. 


3 
apprehenſion. perhaps a deſpairing wiſh, of 
Annihilation !—And after all, he perverſely 
admits infinitely greater paradoxes into his 
ſyſtem, than any which can be fairly 'charg- 
ed upon the diſciple of Jeſus. A few of theſe 
paradoxes here follow, and may properly cloſe 
this part of our ſubject. 


Here is a book treated as an impoſture, 
which all hiſtory ſhews to have been written, 
in ſuch a manner as to render a concerted 
forgery impoſſible; that is, it was written, 
not all together, by any one man, or ſet of 
men, but at different, and widely diſtant 
periods of time, by people of different profeſ- 
ſions, and in ſeveral languages. Particularly, 
it is notorious, that the whole Od Teſtament 
exiſted long before the New, and was writtten 
by Jews. The New Teſtament, ſo remarka- 
bly different, yet ſo happily coinciding, was 
written by chriſtians. Yet all this is thought 
a contrivance ! 9 


Again, allowing the antiquity of the 
Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, and particularly the great priority 
of the Old Teſtament, which no man can 
decently deny, a whole ſyſtem of prophecies, 
verified in hiſtory, and efpecially in the hif- - 
tory of Chriſt, are all confidered as ſo many 
lucky conjectures; notwithſtanding that names 
dates &c. are contained in them! 


Add to this, that a multitude of moſt 
ſtupendous miracles, are conſidered as juggling 
artifices, although wrought in the open day, 
in the preſence of thouſands—giving fight to 
the blind, healing the pan and raiſing 
the dead ! | 


Or if the veracity. of thoſe who related 
theſe miracles be queſtioned, then a number 
of men muſt be ſuppoſed to have attempted 
a cheat, without the leaſt proſpet of ſucceed- 
ing; all the circumſtances, of time, place 
and number of witneſſes, being totally againſt 
them. And with reſpect to the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, in particular, five hundred perſons 
are ſuppoſed to have inflexibly kept a ſecret, 


(for no fewer were the witnefles of that fact, 
ſolemnly 
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ſolemnly appealed to,) and that, in defiance 
of all the terrors of perſecution! $ 

On which fide now lies the charge of 
_ credulity? Muſt not a man be altogether 
infatuated, who can ſwallow all this, rather 
than ſubmit to be a chriſtian! O fooliſh people, 
wha hath bewitched you, that ye ſhould not obey 
Tux Turn? F 

II. Admitting Chriſtianity to be from 
God, let us apply this queſtion to the endleſs 
controverſies, about the doftrines of it. What 
is truth? 


In anſwer to this, ſome BO might 
expect the preacher to make ſhort work, and 
boldly pronounce ſuch and ſuch doctrines to 
be the truth. But it ought to be remembered, 
that thoſe wha believe points of doctrine very 
oppoſite to ſome of ours, have the fame right 


to this dogmatical method, that we. can have, 
And 


O5 


® I Cor. 15. 6. | 

2 Should it be ſaid that the „ 

is not this equal to ſaying that they had neither eyes, nor ears, nor 
underſtanding like other men? + Gal. 3. 
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And. as roundly aſferting, is not proving 2 
point, this method is more likely to diſguſt, 
than to convince an opponent. The right of 
private judgment is to be held ſacred. TI ſpeak as 
unto wiſe, men, ſays the Apoſtle, judge ye what 
T ſay. || Inſtead therefore of pointing out a 
/ particular creed, and ſaying this ts truth, I's 
may be better to throw out a hint or two, 
by way of aſſiſting the inquirer, to diſcover 
it for himſelf—and then it will be his own. 


Allow me to make two remarks. 


| 1 That is moſt likely to be the truth, 
which appears to be the obvious, - eaſy ſenſe 
of Scripture, taken all together. Important 
doctrines do not reſt upon one or two fingle 
paſſages, but are largely exhibited in various 
parts of Scripture, and placed in different 
views and connections; ſo that they may be 
rather conſidered, as the general reſult of 
the whole, than as the ſenſe of here and there 
a detached ſentence. He that would under- 

75 ſtand 


l þ Cor. 10. 15 
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ſtand Scripture, muſt read through, and com- 
pare things together, with cool deliberation and 
prayer. And he who takes this method, needs 
look no farther, and will ſtand in little need 
of learned inveſtigations. That can never be 
deſigned for popular belief, which depends up- 
on refinement and criticiſm for ſupport.* But 
the Goſpel was deſigned for the poor, and the 
ignorant, and not merely for the great, .and 
the learned. The road. to Heayen was de- 
ſigned to be ſo plain, that the wayſaring men, tho 
fools, in human ſcience, ftould not err therem. + 
It appears then, that every honeſt mind is able 
to judge for himſelf, and the greateſt divine, 
or philoſopher, is not capable of judging for 
another. And when we have obtained ſome 
confiſtent view, of what appears to us, after 
diligent ſearch and inquiry, to be. the general 


ſenſe of PE have reaſon to be ſa- 
1's tisfied 


For a ſimilar reaſon, thoſe notions of things cannot be the leading 
truths of Religion, to ſay the beſt of them, which lie deep in viſion- 
ary, and myſtical interpretations, for Pe of plain underſtandings 
cannot come at them. ieee 
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tisfied with it, — ſtill, however, holding our minds 
open to further knowledge, and conviction. But 
2 That ſcheme of doctrine can never 
be the truth, which is not adequate to the 
caſe, and does not provide for the wants, of a 
ſinner We are all criminals, who have dread- 
| fully brake the Law of God, by a long ſe- 
ries of iniquities. Our hearts are deeply pol- 
luted, 20ho can know them? And our lives 
witneſs againſt us. Many, indeed, are utterly 
inſenſible of their guilty fituation, feel to 
burden from their fins, and contrive to keep 
off from their minds the ex expectation of pu- 
niſhment. But there are a few happier in- 
ſtances, in which is to be ſeen that broken- 
neſs of heart, which the Scriptures ſpeak of, 
and in which you hear the cry, what muſt I 
adh to le faved?* The offences of the finner riſe 
to his view, in their awful magnitude, their 
countleſs number, and many aggravations. 
He ſeems to perceive the thunderings of di- 
vine wrath riſing againſt him, and feels that, 
if leſt to himſelf, he is without firength to 


| make 
Acts 16. 30. + Rom. 3, 6. 
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make up the breach, and reconcile hitnſelf to 
God.—Now, the grand object of the Goſpel 
is Satvation, and ſuch a Salvation as will reach 
the cafe, and fully anſwer the wants, of ſuch 
a wretch as has juſt been mentioned. This 
Salvation is effected only by Redemption, the 
Redemption that is in Ceri Fefus, T who took 
upon him to do all that was needful, to re- 
. coricile God and finners, who came to ſeek, and: 
to ſave that which was loſt, || and, by his death, 
anſwered the character of the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the fin of the World. $ Who does 
not ſee, that this Redemption muſt include in 
it, a remedy for the guilt of fin, and the 
power of it, as well as a proviſion of righ-. 
teouſneſs before God ? We want a cure for 
an aching conſcience, à fountain open for fin, 
and for uncleanneſs. E We want a proviſion of 
ſpiritual clothing for a naked foul. ** And 
we ſtand in need of an energy to be employed, 


to work in us, what we cannot do for our- 
ſelves 


1 Rom. 3. 24 | Luke 19. 10. John 2. 2g. 
1 Zech, 2. 1. > |. I HS. 8 65s 


1 22 J 


ſelves, and what no one man can do for an- 
other. $5 _ If, therefore, it ſhould appear, that 
in ſome of our modern ſchemes of divinity, 
Chriſtianity is reduced to little more than a 
mere. ſyſtem of moral philoſophy, what is this, 
but to poliſh and refine it, according to the 
taſte of the operator, until its very ſpirit, and 
ſubſtance is gone. Beware, left any man ſpoil you, 
- - through ſuch philoſophy, and vain deceit, after the 
' traditim of men, after the rudiments of the World,” 
and not after Chriſt. 1 That only is to be eſ- 
teemed the truth, the operation of which will 
make us free, * viz. free from the condemning 
ſentence of God's broken Law, and free from 
the reigning power of fin, in our hearts and 
lives, and conſequently, free from the fearful 
expectation of wrath, and fiery mdignation to follow. 
But if Chriſt be regarded only as an example, 
and teacher of virtue, I ſee not how our faith 
in him can anſwer theſe purpoſes. 
As I am now ſpeaking of ſyſtems of doc- 


trine, let me here venture to adviſe the young, 
| and 


i Phil. 2. 23. 3 Cal. a. . * John 8. 32 
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and inexperienced, and indeed all thoſe, who 
have neither opportunity, nor capacity, to fa- 
thom the depths of controverſy, not to aim at 
nicely adjuſting every particular, into an exact, 
and perfet ſyſtem of doctrines. It is by no 
means neceſſary, either to your. Salvation, or 
your Edification, that you ſhould be maſters 
of à complete ſyſtem of divinity ; and the en- 
deavour after it generally proves a ſnare, even 
to the moſt able ſtudents. Rather aim to be 
eſtabliſhed in ſome leading, and neceſſary points, 
which he may run that readeth, * and which go 
directly to the conqueſt of fin, and bringing 
a wandering rebel home to God. Take theſe 
leading points in their connection, and endea- 
your to feel them, and then leave the little 
niceties of opinion to wrangling theologians. 
He is the beſt believer, who feels moſt of the 
vital energy, and ſpirit of the Goſpel, quick- 
ening his ſoul, and diſcovering itſelf in the 
conformation of his whole temper and character. 


A ſpurious, and ſcholaſtic theology, may make 
: | 4 


* Habb. a. 3. 
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a heated partiſan, or a poliſhed formalift ; but 
the truth, received in the love of it, will make 
us living epiſtles, written as with the finger 
of God, to ſhew forth the purity, and power 
of his Goſpel, known and read of all men. 
This leads to | 

| HI. Apply this queſtion to perſona} 
profeſſions in Religion. | 

It is awfully evident, that the Religion 
of many is a mere counterfeit. Look where 
you will, yon ſee moſt lamentable deficiencies, 
in the ſpirit, and conduct, of profeſſing chriſ- 
tians. The actions of ſome, groſsly give their 
profeſſions the lie; and as for thofe, who "at 
firſt view appear tolerably fair, a more inti- 
mate acquaintance too often produces difap- 
pointment, fo that your eſteem for them muſt 
diminiſh, in exactly the ſame proportion, as 
your knowledge of them increaſes. But why 
ſhould we turn our attention to others? There 
is certainly much wiſdom, in exereiſing a godly 


Jealouſy over ourſelves. Whoſe profeſſion, then, 
thall 


2 Cor. g. 2. 
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mall we take for truth ?—In . to this 
queſtion, obſe e a | 
1. That Religion can never be true, 
which has no place in the heart, but conſiſts 
in outward forms, and © ceremonies, and words. 
Vaſt numbers of people in the chriſtian World, 
ſeem to be entirely taken up, with the cap- 
tivating forms of a pompous worſhip, and, 
while theſe forms are regularly obſerved, their 
conſciences are eaſy. Numbers more, ſeem to 
beſtow their whole attention upon à particular 
creed, and you perpetually hear them talk of 
their favourite doctrines, complain of thoſe 
who are ſuppoſed not to be firm in them, or 
| boaſt of the comforts which they afford to 
their own ſouls. While a few, no leſs wide 
of the mark, ſuppoſe all religion to lie, in 
performing the common duties of external 
morality. In each of theſe caſes, the grand 


ſpring of human actions, as ſeated in the 
heart, 


D 
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heart, is owerloched- But God lodketh at the 
heart, and the principles that are predumi- 
nant. there, ſhape the man. 4 * thinketh in 


: - bis heart ſos b. | 


The Plalmiſt, ne 


* ao, deforeſs truth n ibe ixward. parts ; * 


and if this be the cafe, fmce the | heart is 
naturally deceitful, above all things, and: deſperately 
wicked, it muft undergo. a mighty renovation, 
or it can never be acceptable unto God, In 
the heart and. will, Satan has his throne, and 
if his government be not ſubverted, and the 
inward man fſanctified, our Religion is vain. 
If any man be in Chriſt, he is @ new creature. 
Hence, when Peter diſcovered the ambition 
of Simon, he ſays to him, thy heart is not right 
in the fight of God.S He only thinks aright of 
this matter, who feelingly puts up David's pe- 
tition: create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a Tight ſpirit within me, E What think 
you of that fimplicity, or fingleneſs of heart, 
8 ; which 
„Prov. 23. 7: + Pl, gr. 6. I Jer. 17. 9. 


} 2 Cor. 8. 27- Acts 8. 23. 1 Pf. 5+. 20 
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which the Soripture ſpeaks of? Does he poſſeſs 


it who is noted for the clevereſt man, to takes 
all advantages in making a bargain, ungene- 


rouſly profiting by the inexperience- of his 
neighbour ? Or do thoſe perſons difeover it. 
who perpetually exhibit a cringing, and pal- 
try affeation, of ſomething that is not natural 


._ to. them?—O that men would remember, they 


have to do with a Being, who cannat be de- 
ceived, and will not be mocked ! 


have only to add another obſervation. 


2. - That man's Religion can never be 
true, which does not make him a better 


member of Society, and, in ſome meaſure, 
cure his conſtitutional faults. We are placed 
in ſocial relations, every one of which has its 
correſpondent duties. True Religion will pro- 


duce an attention to them all; it will teach a 


literal man, to deviſe liberal things, and make 


him 


II. a3». 8. 


—— ——— — — * 


1 28 J a 


him deſirous of rendering ' himſelf a public 
bleſſing. And yet he will not be clad with 
zeal, merely, as a cloke to put on when he 
goes abroad. A real chriſtian will have affec- 
tionate witneſſes of his piety, and benevolence, 
at home. We know, indeed, that it is too 
common, for perſons to claim indulgence. for 
faults, which, they ſay, are ſo interwoven in 
their © conſtitutions that they cannot conquer 
them; and they ſeem to think that thoſe, 
whom Providence has placed in the neareſt 
relations of life to them, are in duty bound 
to ſubmit, quietly, to all their ungovernable 
extravagancies. But, | ſurely, we have not fo 
learned Chriſt. For this pturpoſe the Son of God 
was manifiſted, that he might deſtroy the ' works- of 
the Devil 4 and certainly he did not mean 
to ſpare thoſe of his works, which, among 
them all, are moſt obſtinate, and troubleſome. 
We are commanded to lay aſide the fm that 
doth ſo cafily beſet us ; || and till this is done, 

| ge | in 

+1 John 3. 8. [Heb. 12. 2. | 
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in ſome good meaſure, Chriſtianity does not 
ſeem. to have done much for us. To put on 
the common decencies of a profeſſion; | is com- 
paratively an eaſy work; but to mortify the 
power of fin, . where it ſubſiſts in our prevail- 
ing - paſſions, | is at once the moſt difficult, 
and the moſt neceſſary part of Religion. F ye live 
after the fleſh, ye. ſhall die; but if he, through the 
Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. 
Away then with your pretenſions to Religion, 
if you are a plague to your family by unſub- 
dued paſſions, a ſlave to ſelf-love, and deter- 
mined to make every thing p yield to your 
perſonal gratification. True Religion is both, 
juſt, and generous. It is fr pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy: to be intreated, full of mercy, and 
good fruits. ; | 
Upon the whole, if we have not ahſo- 
lately diſcovered what 7s truth, IJ hope we have 


fixed ſome way-marks, which may guide the 
A Inquirer 


} Rom. 8. 13. 


James 3. 17. 
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Inquirer in his ſearch aſter it. Nor is it ſuch 
an u fatuus, as for ever to elude our ſearch. 
The Apoſtle ſeems to mention it as a fault 
in ſome, that they were ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledee of the truth. + 
This was © probably owing to ſome obſtinate 
prejudices. or evil paſſions, which warped the 
judgment, or barred the door againſt the en- 
trance of truth. In this caſe, as well as others, 
Vel, in good earneſt, and ye ſhall fd. But, 
remember, it is poſſible to know the truth, in 
the \noſt material points, without poſſeſſing 
an acquaintance with it, in al points. Hence, 
there may be different opinions among chriſ- 
tians, in ſome things, while they are all right 
in the main, and ſhould exerciſe mutual can- 
dour. But let us not be content with preſent 
attainments, and think we know enough. Ra- 
ther ſeek the teachings of the good Spirit of 


God, to lad us into all truth. 
Let 


+2 Tim. g. 7. _ {I Matt. 7. 7. 
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Let us now conclude with a ſhort reflee- 
tion, or two, ſuĩtable to the ſubject. 


It may well he matter of joy to us, that 
we have good reaſon for belie ving that the 
Goſpel is the truth. —ar the truth is in Tefus. 
We have not followed cunningly deviſed fables, || but 
have received the words of truth, and ſoberneſs. 5 
We have to do with the Gov of truth, who 
win not fail of his promiſes, nor alter his 
counſels of peace. God that cannot lie hath pro- 
miſed. * We truſt in the mighty Redeemer, 
who ſays I am the truth, F and who will be 
found to have aſſumed no fictitious character. 
Chriſtians, ye know . whom ye have believed, and 
are perſuaded that be is able, to keep what you have 
committed to him, againſt that day. 1 Bleſſed are 
all they that put their truſt in him. 6 

Finally, therefore, be it never forgotten, 
that there is a mode of living, ſuitable to theſe 
high conſolations. If we feel them as we 

ought _ 
| 2 Pet. 1. 16. Ads 26. 25. ** Tit. 1. 3. : 
+ John 14. 6. 22 Tim. 1. 12. PC. 3. 1% 


un 


ought, we ſhall ſtoop to nothing that is 
mean, ſhrink from nothing that is difficult, 
- in the evident path of duty, nor be diſ- 
pirited under thoſe Jight afflitions, which are but 
for a moment, and "which -work for us 4. far more 
exceeding, and eternal weight of glory.* In a word, 
we ſhall be ready for every event, even in 
times of trial, and walk worthy of the truth, 
in all. boly - magnanimity, purity, and patience. 
Amen. 
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